
MERCURY SPILLAGE ON A HARD SURFACE, eg FLOOR
In the event of spillage, try to confine the affected area to a minimum.  Put on protective GLOVES and 
MASK to reduce dust inhalation.  Increase ventilation by opening a window.  Try to reduce the spread of the 
spill as much as possible; in particular avoid getting mercury on the floor.  NEVER USE A VACUUM 
CLEANER OR ASPIRATOR TO PICK UP MERCURY AND NEVER DISPOSE OF MERCURY IN THE 
'SHARPS' BIN.  Using the SCOOP, move the globules of mercury together to form one large pool.  Pick up as 
much of this as possible using the SYRINGE and place in the WASTE CONTAINER.  Return the syringe to 
the spillage kit.
Mix equal amounts of  SULPHUR and CALCIUM HYDROXIDE and spread onto the spillage area.  (You 
may wish to mix the powders into a paste with a little water; this is also effective but can be harder to use in 
some situations). Keep working the powder or paste on the spillage area using the BRUSH and SCOOP for 
two or three minutes.  Then BRUSH the powder or paste into the SCOOP and transfer it to the WASTE 
CONTAINER, wiping any residual chemicals from the BRUSH and SCOOP on the lip of the WASTE 
CONTAINER, which is then capped tightly.  Replace in the spillage kit and store this in well-ventilated place 
away from sources of heat.

MERCURY SPILLAGE ON A FABRIC SURFACE eg CARPET or BEDDING (CAN 
ALSO BE USED ON HARD SURFACES TO AVOID USING PASTE)
Skin contact with mercury should be avoided - if bedding is affected, move the patient away if possible.  Put 
on protective GLOVES and increase ventilation.  Recover as much of the loose mercury as possible with the 
SYRINGE and place in the waste container.  Return the SYRINGE to the spillage kit.  
Break off a piece of ALLOY WOOL to form a sphere of 1" - 2.5cm diam.   Holding the piece of  ALLOY 
WOOL  between finger and thumb, press it firmly against a hard surface eg work surface, to flatten one side.  
Place this flattened area GENTLY on top of the loose mercury and leave it for 20 seconds or so.  The mercury 
will adhere to the ALLOY WOOL and will be picked up.  Then move the ALLOY WOOL pad to the next 
area of mercury droplets.  Place the contaminated ALLOY WOOL in the WASTE CONTAINER.  Repeat this 
until all visible mercury droplets have been removed, using more 'buds' of ALLOY WOOL if necessary.

DECONTAMINATION PROCEDURE (HARD FLOORS ONLY)
To a third of a bucket of warm water add a drop of washing up liquid and two heaped teaspoonsful each of 
SULPHUR and CALCIUM HYDROXIDE, stirring to make a suspension.  Use a mop to apply this to hard 
floors, doing this perhaps every month or two months.  After most of the suspension has been mopped off, 
clean the floor with a proprietary cleaner. 
WHEN THE WASTE CONTAINER IS FULL, DISPOSE OF IT VIA A METAL RECLAIMING 
COMPANY; THROUGH YOUR FHSA, ESTATES OFFICE OR PHARMACY OR AS TOXIC WASTE.  

KIT CO-DEVELOPED WITH PHARMACY DEPARTMENT, UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL, NOTTINGHAM.
Procedures based on COSHH and British Dental Association guidelines

Spare parts and replenishment packs are available from :

MERCURY SAFETY PRODUCTS LTD, RUDDINGTON, NG11 6DJ, UK
Online ordering: www.mercurysafety.com    tel +44 (0)115 921 3833     fax +44 (0)115 921 3879

Email: info@mercurysafety.co.uk Web:  www.mercurysafety.com
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